
Doig River First Nation



Doig River First Nation (DRFN) peoples (Tsááʔ çhé ne dane) are descendants of the Dane-zaa peoples who have occupied
the Peace River region of British Columbia and Alberta for thousands of years. Archaeological evidence from the Charlie

Lake cave site shows that the area was occupied from at least 10,500 years ago.
 

These earliest inhabitants of the region were the ancestors of the Doig River and Blueberry River First Nations, or what
was once known as the Fort St. John Beaver Band. After WWII ended in 1944, Canada’s Department of Indian Affairs

sought the Montney reserve lands for development due to its high agricultural (and oil and gas) potential. The
Government expropriated the land and in return, they received three small reserves close to common areas at the Doig,    

Blueberry and Beatton Rivers in Northern British Columbia.
 

Since then, DRFN has been working to restore these lands; that didn't (and still don't), include mineral rights or,
deforestation or oil and gas activity revenues!

 
 Doig River FN has approximately 12,000 acres of recognized shortfall lands that need to go through through the

Addition to Reserve process.
 



DRFN became a signatory of the FAFNLMA in the
summer of 2020. We recognized the opportunities
that could be realized by enacting a Land Code. It
will be the framework that DRFN can work from to
regain some jurisdiction and some fiscal realities

that haven't been available since the early 1900's
when it was taken away from all the FN's in

Canada.
 

DRFN created one the first Urban Reserves in
Northern BC last year. This was land that was

purchased in fee-simple and was added to the
reserve lands in Spring 2022
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WHAT IS A LAND CODE?
The Doig River FN Land Code establishes Doig River First Nation as the governance authority over our reserve lands and resources. It sets out the
principles and structures necessary to guide this authority and jurisdiction.

If the Doig River FN Land Code is approved by the community, no longer will our reserve lands be subject to the land related sections of the Indian
Act nor will the Government of Canada be responsible for managing our lands on our behalf.

Land Code Basics

developing our own laws

taking advantage of economic development
opportunities

taking over stewardship of our reserve lands
according to our own values

building our own land management system
using our members, staff and leadership



SOME QUICK FACTS 
The Doig River FN Land Code:

applies to reserve land
(not the broader

territory)

replaces the sections of
the Indian Act that deal
with land management

does not affect
Aboriginal title or rights
or Treaty negotiations

has considerable
environmental, cultural

and community
development benefits 

The Doig River FN Land Code enables us to develop our own laws
and policies for environmental protection.

Until that time we have proposed
to use the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.



WHAT IS THE BACKGROUND?
The Land Code process was started in the early 1990s by a
group of  14 First Nations Chiefs from across Canada. It was
their vision to make it possible for First Nations to manage their
reserve lands without interference from government.

These First Nation Chiefs created a proposal for their
communities to be exempt from the parts of the Indian Act that
apply to reserve land management. In 1996, the Government
of Canada agreed to the proposal and worked with the Chiefs
to negotiate the Framework Agreement on First Nations Land
Management.

The Framework Agreement has since paved the way for
communities to develop their own community-based land
management systems. 

In Summer 2020, Doig River FN became a signatory to the
Framework Agreement. The Framework Agreement provides
us with all the legal status and powers needed to govern and
manage our lands and resources. If we vote to pass our Land
Code and Individual Agreement, the Framework Agreement
will be in effect.

The first Land Code was
passed by Muskoday First

Nation, and it came into effect
in 2000.

Today, there are 100 First
Nations that have accepted

Land Codes for
their communities, while many

more are in the process of
developing their own Land

Codes



HOW DOES A LAND CODE GET APPROVED?
The Doig River FN Land Code will be voted on by members both on and off-reserve aged 18 and over. A
successful vote means the majority of participating voters would decide, consistent with other important votes
in Canada (as per the 6th amendment to the FA).

Along with the Land Code, members will be voting on an Individual Agreement between Doig River FN and
Canada which covers important details about the transfer of administration.

The Doig River FN Community Ratification Process sets out the procedures by which we will decide whether to
approve our Land Code and the Individual Agreement.

 Although land management is complex (and the thought of reviewing the Land Code, Individual Agreement
and Community Ratification Process seems daunting), the vote comes down to one simple question: Do the
members want Doig River FN, as a community, to manage our reserve lands under our Land Code?

WHO IS INVOLVED AND WHAT IS
THE PROCESS?

The Doig River FN Land Code is the result of an
extensive two-year effort by the Doig River FN Lands

Committee. In preparing a Doig River FN Land Code, the
Committee has:

 
•    to meet regularly to assist in the drafting;

•    host community engagement events;

•    work with the First Nations Land Management
Resource Centre, legal professionals and others;

•   attend workshops and undertake training.



PHASE 1
Getting
Started

PHASE 2
Background
and Planning

PHASE 3
Land Code

Drafting

PHASE 4
Council &

Community
Review

PHASE 5
Community

Vote

PHASE 6
Land Code

Implementation

CHART: LAND CODE PROCESS



Community Engagement 



A Land Code is prepared in accordance with the Framework Agreement on First Nations Land Management. The
Framework Agreement provides First Nations with all the legal status and powers needed to govern and manage their

lands and resources. The Framework Agreement sets out the Land Code process and required contents. Some of which
include:

 
•    a description of lands subject to the Land Code;

•   the general rules and procedures for the use and occupancy of First Nation land;
•    the general rules and procedures that apply to revenues from natural resources;

•    the requirements for accountability to Doig River FN members;
•    the procedures for making and publishing Doig River FN laws;

•    conflict of interest rules for land management;
•    a structure for the resolution of disputes;

•    the procedure by which the First Nation can amend our land code.

LAND CODE SCOPE
HOW DOES A LAND CODE WORK?



The Land Code will primarily be used by the Band Council and
Staff as they apply Land Code policies towards a wide range of
land management activities. The Land Code informs members,
businesses, and others about the general rules and procedures
for the management of reserve lands.

Importantly, the Land Code sets out a critical
role for members in law making and approvals, and commits
staff and administration to be accountable through financial 
 management and reporting to members.

Once approved, all actions, laws, and work of the Band Council
relating to land management must be consistent with the Land
Code.

WHO USES IT?



WHAT'S NEXT?
VOTE! Spring '23

Ratification Celebration
Increase Governance Dept.

Capacity
Land Use Planning

Urban Reserve Development
ATR the TLE Shortfall Lands

 
 



 
Wuujǫ aasanalááʔ 

(Thank – you in Beaver)
 


