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What is Land use 

Planning? An LUP is:
 A story about the past, present 

& future status of your lands

 An LUP can include planning 

for the following areas:

• IR Lands

• Treaty Lands

• Traditional Territory
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A Land use plan enables community’s to

o Assert and Protect Rights & Title

o Document relationship and stewardship to the land

o Learn a process to discuss & decide how to use or not use the land 

o identify which lands to protect and develop based on needs, 

values & priorities

o A way to manage competing and conflicting uses, and set a 

foundation that guides future decisions about the land



Grounding the LUP Process in your 

distinct community

Based on your own community’s needs and values

 Each community is unique

 reflect the characteristics of your own First Nation

 reflect your community’s own strengths and needs

 serve your community’s principles and values 



Gathering Information: 

Bring your community together

 Engage and encourage participation

 share stories of the land – this is history, the past use

 share their knowledge of the land – this is the present use

 Find out how the community members experience the 

land – this is part of their stewardship

What is the spiritual connection to the land?



Why is it important to engage?

 reflects that you are a distinct people, with knowledge, 

culture, traditions, laws, protocols and spirituality.

meets your community’s need

Community members feel personally connected and 

committed to the LUP Process & Plan

 Your LUP builds off of your own community strengths, 

celebrates history and cultural identity



Defining the LUP together

What does the LUP means for your community? 

What does taking care of the land mean to your 

people? (Core values)

 Develop a common vision for what the purpose and 

value of the LUP is and what outcomes are important

 Ask questions that will help define what your LUP will 

become



Understanding the LUP Basics

▪ One definition of Land Use Plan

“A holistic process considers the interconnectedness of 

all aspects of an Indigenous community including its 

traditional, economic, cultural, spiritual and governance 

context” Building Economic Aboriginal Human 

Resources (BEAHR)

This also looks at “Non-use” of land – Protecting of lands 

reserved as wilderness or protected from human 

impacts, including sacred or protected cultural sites



Why is an LUP an important tool?

An LUP is a document that describes and outlines your 
visions, directions, strategies and priority action for how 
your land will be used in the future.  

This is a planning framework.

❖ Based on past and present information, values, knowledge, 
and experience

❖ Include maps to communicate where certain uses are 
permitted or not permitted

❖ The end result is an LUP that is approved by the community 
and endorsed by the leadership



Why is an LUP an important tool?

The Land Use Plan can become a tool to 

• guide management 

• direct change 

• support negotiations 

• secure economic development opportunities 

• reduce conflict

• revitalize culture



LUP’s can Designate Development or 

Protection

Development

 Residential

 Commercial

 Industrial

 Infrastructure

 Institutions

 Recreational

Protection

 Open Spaces

 Wilderness

 Conserved Land

 Culturally significant sites

 Ancient Burial grounds

 Archaeological sites



Canim Lake Band’s Journey

 Reserve Lands – Stage 1 of our Land Use Planning was to determine what 

already has happened.  We began by gathering and digitizing our 

infrastructure, community buildings, surveys, roads and bridges, and known 

culturally significant sites

 To accomplish this, we have had to bring together various programs within 

our community to work together: Lands, Capital & Infrastructure, Records, 

and Treaty Communications personnel who have digitized our TLUS.

 Digitize what we already have documented including our Traditional Use 

Studies; Traditional Land Use Plans and our Forestry Land Use Plan within our 

traditional territory, and any historical recordings surrounding past use of our 

lands



Stage 2 included the CCP process and 

information gathering, incorporating data 

collected where applicable

We completed digitizing our surveys, site plans, 

infrastructure. Now we will begin digitizing all 

of the accompanying repairs, enhancements, 

photos and written documents to go with any 

building or infrastructure we own.  



All of the information will be layered 

into one document, allowing for any 

staff to be able to see the history of 

everything we have built, cultural sites, 

areas of traditional land use, ancient 

burial sites, green spaces, industrial & 

commercial areas. 

This will give a clear history for 

generations to follow.



We continue meeting with community 

members while developing the community 

Land Use Plan for our reserve lands; 

traditional territory and Treaty lands

The Canim Lake Band will use our Land Use 

Plan as a Governance tool to assist staff 

and leadership meet our community’s 

needs



Our Sacred Land

 I am very appreciative to have been asked to sit on the Indigenous 

Advisory Committee for “Our Sacred Land, Indigenous People’s 

Community Land Use Planning Handbook” in co-operation with 

Indigenous Services Canada and the Beringia Community Planning 

Inc.

 Acknowledgement to the Indigenous Advisory Committee and their 

dedication: Josephine Kelly – Se:Math First nation; Tammy Dorward –

Tla-oqui-aht First Nation; Colleen Jacob – Xaxlip First Nation; Pam 

Theodore – Canim Lake Band

 Acknowledgement to the Beringia team: Jeff Cook; Sarah Gillett, 

Barb Everdene, Paula Hay, and Vanessa James


