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1. WHAT IS INDIGENOMICS 
• What is it and why does it matter?

• Indigenomics is about understanding indigenous ways of being

• The conscious claim to, and creation of space for the emerging 
knowledge, activity and promotion of all things related to the 
Indigenous economy

• It is about the modern expression of indigenous existence

• Contrasting modern economic experience and linking to business and 
entrepreneurship

• Who has been left out of economy- who is included in the emerging 
economy? 



Context



3.0 Why Indigenomics? 

Why? 

• New thinking is required 

• Expand awareness 

• New language will get us there 

• A platform for understanding and communicating

• Bring perspective to Aboriginal economy 

• Converge with current environment 

• Shift behavior and actions for systemic change



• Indigenomics draws on ancient principles that have 
supported indigenous economies for thousands of 
years, and works to implement them as modern 
practices. 

• Indigenomics is about understanding and exploring 
the Indigenous ways of being

• Indigenomics is a way to examine contrasts with 
modern economics and traditional systems and 
connect to  modern business models



• Indigenomics outlines the current and historical context, the shifting 
influences, the continuum of thought processes and lays out the 
invitation to participate in a new economy that includes Indigenous 
ways of being.

• Indigenomics is indigenous approach to a global crisis



4.0 ABOUT 



5.0 Shifting  Current Perceptions –
Creating a New Reality
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• National Post August 19th 2015 – “Confronting the Aboriginal 

Question”

• …’the Aboriginal question by far is the most complex and 

consequential one for Canada today and for the foreseeable 

future.’ 

• ‘will have to address the myriad of Aboriginal issues that will 

shape the future of our country’ 

• This is a question of strategy, risk, control, and relationship

Warning- Do NOT READ  the fine print! 
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6.0 The Question 



7.0 Moving Away/ Moving Towards 

• A growing regional identity; economic uncertainty; increasing 
awareness of climate change

• What are we moving away from?

• What are we moving towards? 



8.0 Influence 

• SHIFTING INFLUENCE – the only constant in this world is indigenous 
peoples 

• First Nations- see as economic drivers   

• 20 percent of Canada’s land base is controlled directly by First Nations 
– shifting sphere of influence 

• 235 Court Cases won in Supreme Court of Canada



9.0 Legal Environment 

• Daily context –

• Tsilhqot’in, Wetsuweten, Nuuchahnulth, Haida, Calder, Delgamuuxw-
cases White and Bob, Van der Peet,  Sparrow, Gladstone 170 cases –
all won in Supreme Court 

• All direct impact on Canadian economy and modern FN business 
relationship and practices of economic development 



Legal Environment 

• Legal Environment: The primary  business context between industry 
and First Nations is legal – focusing on the accommodation of First 
Nation interests through consultation. 

• This legal context is a duty oriented relationship from which 
opportunities can be leveraged. 

• While this is and will remain an important lens and reality, fair and 
open business relationships is the approach that needs to be adopted.  

• Business models based on this legal framework can transition towards 
an equity benefit model between First Nations and industry which 
respects First Nation cultures, values and roles as stewards. 



• Growing story of  strategic advantage 

10.0 Business Environment 
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11.0 Barriers to Economic  Development 

• Barriers to accessing economic development resources;

• Barriers to accessing business support programs;

• Barriers resulting from federal management and institutional 
development approaches &;

• Developing a strategic response to barriers and limitations.



Barriers and Limitations 

• Access to Capital
• Legislative and Regulatory Barriers
• Limited Access to Lands and Resources
• Building Human Capital
• Isolation
• Infrastructure Deficits- technology, water, sewer
• Lack of Governance Capacity
• Fragmented Federal Approach to Economic Development and Limited 

Funding
• Indian Act Economics



Continued 

• The Indian Act, which came into force in 1876, is the basis for 
the existing regulatory regime on First Nations’ lands and 
governs almost every aspect of economic activity on those 
lands. Not surprisingly, given its advanced age, it is almost 
completely anachronistic and anathema to doing business in 
today’s highly globalized, post- industrial economy. 

• While some First Nation communities have devised strategies 
to overcome impediments to their development, still many 
challenges, often related to the Indian Act and/or its 
regulations, persist in keeping the majority from achieving 
their development vision. 



12. Key Components Of An Aboriginal 
Economy 

• Create collaborative shared value for First Nations, industry and investors 
through integrated social, economic and green technological developments

• Adapt current business arrangements to new business models based on 
aligning cultural, economic development and social outcomes while linking to a 
global economy

• Support culturally-based financial and equity approaches

• Create a business environment to change the  business relationship dynamics 
and bring sustainable benefits and build new wealth with First Nations and 
corporations

• Align government and industry connections to generate innovative clean 
energy and technology opportunities 



Continued 

• Equitable positioning of First Nations in the global economy 

• New emerging financial models- including  the transformation of 
equity and shares to recognize  new relationship with First Nations

• Utilize green technology application’s 

• Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) - Engage corporate relations 
engagement to make sense in First Nation communities to address 
social and economic well-being and economic health  



Perspective 

“With economic equality, indigenous peoples 
have the potential to unlock hundreds of 
billions of dollars for the Canadian economy. 
Without economic reconciliation, our unequal 
trade relationship will continue. We face a 
unique opportunity to remake the once-vibrant 
relationship between aboriginal peoples and 
businesses in the rest of Canada.”  Canada 
Council for Aboriginal Business 



The Legal Environment is shifting towards equity-based models 

• The landscaped has shifted. The primary  business context between government, 
industry and Aboriginal people is legal – focusing on the accommodation of 
Aboriginal interests through consultation. 

• This legal context is a duty oriented relationship from which opportunities can be 
leveraged. 

• Business models based on this legal framework are shifting towards equity 
models between Aboriginal peoples and industry. 
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13.0 What is the Aboriginal Economy Worth? 

“TD Economics estimates that the 
combined total income of Aboriginal 
households, business and government 
sectors will reach $24 billion in 2011, 
doubling the $12 billion tally recorded in 
2001. 

By 2016, we estimate that 
this overall income pie could 
eclipse $32 billion”
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Shifting Influence

• 25% of  Canada’s land base in direct control by First Nations

• This is growing significantly with the settlement of comprehensive 
and specific land claims. 

• First Nations now own or control over 15 million hectares of land. 
Inuit people own or control over 45 million hectares of land. 
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Infrastructure

• The National Aboriginal Economic Development Board has and continues to study 
the issue of infrastructure as it relates to Indigenous economic development in 
“Addressing the Infrastructure Needs of Northern Aboriginal Communities and 
Business Case for a Northern Economic Infrastructure System” (January 2016) 

• Findings: 

1. Each dollar spent on Northern economic infrastructure has the potential, if 
invested wisely to generate $11 of economic benefits for individuals and $11 
of fiscal benefits for governments. 

2. Infrastucture deficit- The lack of adequate infrastructure (including port 
facilities, runways, roads, bridges, telecommunications, housing, energy, etc) 
poses significant challenges to community development, socio-economic 
growth, emergency management, and the development of sustainable 
economies. 
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14.0 The Way Forward

• Building Understanding and awareness

• New tools

• New language

• New standard for engagement 

• Stronger economic outcomes

The Tool Box: 
It is important Canadians have an understanding of: 
• UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP) 
• 2008 Canadian Apology to First Nations people
• Free, Prior and Informed Consent
• Summary of Tsilhqot’in Decision
• Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action
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The Shift

• What are we shifting? 
• Approach to budgets/investments and Aboriginal peoples

• Perception of Canadians 

• Identifying strategic areas for investment

• Process for inclusion in economy- i.e. procurement 
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• Indigenomics is a contribution to the new world of 
thinking- where economics, productivity and 
prosperity are aligned with human values locally

• Economy behind the economy- the values that spin 
the relationship between nature and human kind- the 
life force of intention

• Maybe hish uk ish tsa walk is the real ‘invisible hand’ 
– everything is one and interrelated 
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• Carol Anne Hilton 
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